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DRAFT PRESS RELEASESussex COVID-19 Vaccination Programme 
Media Release






Big weekend for Sussex COVID-19 Vaccination

The Sussex COVID-19 Vaccination programme is preparing for a big weekend of vaccinations as all adults have now been invited for life saving vaccinations.  
Pop-up and mobile vaccination sessions will take place in various locations across the county, including a COVID-19 Vaccination bus to be stationed at Hove Lawns on Saturday from 9:30am offering Pfizer vaccinations to passers-by and beachgoers. 
As part of a regional push in the South East to get as many people vaccinated as possible, walk in sessions are also taking place in Bognor, Newhaven, Brighton, Crawley and Angering over the weekend.
Bringing vaccinations to the heart of the community helps to reach those who are less able or unlikely to attend the larger vaccination sites, or want their vaccination via drop-in rather than appointment.
The walk in sessions aim to make it as easy as possible for people to get the protection they need and to reach members of the community who are not yet vaccinated. 
Where to get your vaccination this weekend
Any adult (over 18) can attend a vaccination session at any of the following sites in Sussex this weekend:

Friday 25 June:
· St Peter’s Church, York Place, Brighton BN1 4GU - 10.30-14.30
· Clair Hall, Haywards Heath, Perrymount Road RH16 3DN – 08:30 – 18:20
(Pfizer first and second doses)

Saturday 26 June:
· Whitehawk Football Club Community Day, Brighton - 10.30-14.30
· Hove Lawns drop-in, Hove - 9.30-14.30, (Pfizer)
· Warrior Square Surgery, St Leonards-on-Sea - 10.30-15.30
· Angmering Community Centre, Angmering - 09.00-17.00 (Pfizer)
· Apple Tree Centre Hindu Temple, Ifield Ave, Crawley RH11 0LF 14:00 – 16:00
(AstraZeneca second doses)
· Clair Hall, Haywards Heath, Perrymount Road RH16 3DN – 08:30 – 18:20
(Pfizer first and second doses)
· Woodhatch Pl (former canon) Cockshot Hill, Reigate, RH2 8BF  -14:00 – 17:00
(Astra Zeneca second doses)
· Centenary Hall, Wheelers Lane, Smallfield, Horley, RH6 9PT – 09:00 – 18:00
(Pfizer first doses)

Sunday 27 June:
· Angmering Community Centre, Angmering - 09.00-12.30 (Pfizer)
· Brunswick Square, Brighton BN3 1EJ - 10.30-14.30
· Quiet Session at the Hindu Temple in Crawley – 09.00-14.00 (Pre-booked only First GP-led quiet vaccination session coming to Crawley | Sussex Health & Care Partnership (sussexhealthandcare.uk)



Eligibility

All adults (over the age of 18) are eligible for a COVID-19 Vaccination.

People under the age of 40 are recommended to have an alternative to AstraZeneca vaccine, and so should attend a clinic with Pfizer or Moderna.
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Hindu Temple in Crawley is set to host a Quiet Vaccination Session this weekend
The Hindu Temple, Apple Tree Centre in Crawley will be hosting a Quiet Vaccination Session on Sunday (27th June) between 9am-2pm. The dedicated session, which is being organised by GP Federation, Alliance for Better Care, is being offered to people living in Sussex who are currently eligible for the vaccine and who may need more time for their appointment, or who have extra access needs where a quieter and calmer environment would help support them to receive their vaccination. This includes:
· People with learning disabilities
· People who are autistic
· People living with a neurodiverse condition
· People with Dementia and/or Alzheimer’s
Patients who may require the service are able to book their carer in at the same time if they also need their first vaccination dose, and the team are able to arrange free transport or a live British Sign Language interpreter.
Patients who are interested in attending the session for their first vaccination are asked to call or text Claire Evans on 07393 798 050 or email ClaireEvans4@nhs.net
Katherine Saunders, CEO, Alliance for Better Care said: “It’s vital for us to ensure that every member of our community is supported and feels comfortable when receiving the vaccine. Sessions such as these help us to ensure that patients who have conditions that may make attending a vaccination centre challenging, receive the time and support they need.”
The session will offer:
· Fewer appointments, so less people will be there during the session
· Longer appointments to give you more time
· 1:1 care for everyone receiving their vaccination
· The entire appointment will be on the ground floor
· Everyone will be offered the Pfizer vaccine
· Free transport for anyone who needs it (see below for details)
If patients require support with transport to the Hindu Temple Apple Tree Centre for their appointment during the Quiet Session, they can call the travel team on 01444 275 008 or email vaccinations@ctsussex.org.uk 

For more information visit:
https://abcltd.org.uk/quiet-vaccination-sessions/

For more information please contact Claire Kenton on Claire.kenton@nhs.net or Jasmine Plowright jasmine.plowright@nhs.net.


 COVID-19 vaccination FAQs: students in Higher Education Institutions 
How will students be invited for the COVID-19 vaccination? 
The COVID-19 vaccination is being offered to everyone aged 18 or over at local sites run by GPs or community pharmacies, at larger vaccination centres and in some hospitals. Local areas may also work with partners to set up “pop up” temporary clinics at locations convenient for students to access, for example, on university campuses. 
Students registered with a GP can book their appointment at a larger vaccination centre, a community pharmacy run site or at some GP run sites through the National Booking Service website or by phoning 119. 
Those who are registered with a GP will also receive an invitation to be vaccinated from their GP practice. 
While registration with a GP is encouraged to access the vaccine, individuals can request to book COVID-19 vaccination appointments as an unregistered patient through a local GP practice. GP practices should support unregistered patients and those without an NHS number to access the vaccine; they can record these vaccinations and be paid for them. 
Some students may have already received their vaccinations if they are at higher risk of COVID-19, are on a placement as a frontline health or care worker, are an unpaid carer, or are a household contact of someone who is immunosuppressed. 
What do students do if they are registered with a GP in their hometown, but not where they study, or vice versa? 
If a student aged 18 or over is registered with a GP practice, they can book both appointments online through the National Booking Service at a location that is convenient to them, or book a first dose through their GP and a second dose in a different location through the National Booking Service. 
How can students access their second dose if they are in a different location to where they had their first dose? 
We have published FAQs on Second Doses in general here. 
In general, patients should return to the place they had their first dose to have their second dose. However, it is appropriate for students to receive their second dose in a different location to their first dose due to their circumstances. The National Booking Service has an option to book or re-arrange the second vaccination appointment at a different location to the first appointment. 
If a student had a first dose in Wales, Scotland or Northern Ireland, but is in England at the time of their second dose, they should either 1) book a second dose through the National Booking Service (if they are registered with a GP in England and therefore have an English NHS number); 2) register with a GP in England and book an appointment that way; or 3) approach a local GP and ask to be vaccinated as an unregistered patient. 2 

We are working with the NHS in Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales to ensure that records of vaccinations in those nations flow into a patient’s English NHS record. 
Can students due to start a health or social care placement be vaccinated before their placement starts? 
All adults in the UK aged 18 or over should be offered their first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine by 19 July 2021. 
Anyone who starts working in the NHS or in social care and has not been vaccinated should be offered the vaccination through occupational health departments or be aware of where they can access the vaccination through their employer. 
The second dose should not be brought forward in these circumstances. 
What if a student is eligible for their first dose in England, but will be abroad for their second dose (e.g overseas placement)? 
The student should contact the health service in the country where they are resident at the time the second dose is due. 
How can students obtain a COVID vaccine certificate? 
There is information on GOV.uk here about COVID vaccine certification. 
Where can students find more information? 
Students should be directed to nhs.uk/covid-vaccination for more information about the COVID-19 vaccination. 
International students FAQs 
Are international students eligible for the vaccination? 
Anybody aged 18 or over in the UK is eligible for the COVID-19 vaccination for free, regardless of their nationality or immigration status. 
Do international students need to pay for the vaccine? 
Nobody in England has to pay for the COVID-19 vaccination. The COVID-19 vaccination is free of charge and does not count as the kind of care that requires payment. 
International students or anyone seeing requests for payment should report this activity to their university institution and to Action Fraud. More information on COVID-19 vaccine scams is on the Action Fraud website here. 
Do international students need to be registered with a GP to get a vaccination? 
While registration with a GP is encouraged to access the vaccine, individuals can request to book COVID-19 vaccination appointments as an unregistered patient through a local GP practice. 
How does an international student get an NHS number? 
International students can approach their local GP practice, saying they would like to register for the purposes of receiving the vaccine. 3 

Are any dependents of international students also eligible for the COVID-19 vaccination? 
Anyone in England is eligible for the vaccine if they fall within the current eligibility criteria set out by the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation and should come forward once it is their turn. 
How does an international student get a vaccine? 
International students should be encouraged to register with a GP and get an NHS number. 
An NHS number can be found on any letter the NHS has sent you, on a prescription, or by logging in to a GP practice online service. You can also find an NHS number using this tool. 
It is possible to request to book COVID-19 vaccination appointments as an unregistered patient by approaching a local GP practice. 
While registration with a GP is encouraged to access the vaccine, individuals can request to book COVID-19 vaccination appointments as an unregistered patient through a local GP practice. 
Students can be directed to nhs.uk/register for more information on GP registration. 
If an international student is not registered with a GP, will they still be invited for their vaccination? 
Students who are not registered with a GP will not be proactively contacted by a local NHS service. We encourage all students to register with a GP and they can be directed to www.nhs.uk/register for more information. 
However, international students can book their vaccination appointments via the National Booking Service with their NHS number if they have previously received NHS treatment. You can also find an NHS number using this tool. 
What should an international student do if they’ve received their first dose of a COVID-19 vaccination abroad, and it is not a vaccine that is being offered in England? 
If a person has received a first dose of COVID-19 vaccine overseas that is also available in the UK, they should receive the same vaccine for their second dose. If the vaccine they received for their first dose is not available in the UK, the most similar alternative should be offered as per the advice here (see sections on vaccine interchangeability guidance). 
The student should contact a GP to ensure they receive an appropriate vaccine for their second dose. 
Where can students find more information? 
Students should be directed to nhs.uk/covid-vaccination for more information about the Covid-19 vaccine. 
Students should be directed to www.gov.uk for information on COVID restrictions
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